bold]HEARING OFFICER REASSIGNMENT NOTICE  dated:  July 13, 2005[/bold]

NYSUT

Legal Department - New York City

52 Broadway

New York, NY 10004

Mr. Christopher Callagy, Esq.

Associate Senior Counsel

 New York State Teachers

Re:  In the Matter of New York City Dept. of Education Vs. David Pakter, M.A., M.F.A.

Dear Chris:

I have received a letter from the State Education Department, Albany, informing me that the original Hearing Officer in this case, Howard Edelman, Esq.,  is being replaced effective immediately by Martin F. Scheinman, Esq., of 38 Arden Lane, Sands Point, NY 11050, (516) 944-1700.

In regard to this development and per your previous instructions to me that all matters pertaining to this case should be issued through your office: 

1)  I would appreciate your memorializing my request for a Public Trial, in writing, on your letter head to the State Education Dept, Albany (with cc to my address)

2)  Please inform me if you received a similar notice and if not I will fax you my copy.

3)  In light of the fact that this development has occurred at this juncture in the proceedings I will be meeting with a Judge this weekend who has Knowledge of the new Hearing Officer, which is germane to this late change in the case.

4)  I believe you are aware that the Medical Office has set up an appointment for me to meet with a Psychologist by the name of Dr. Richard Schuster, Ph.D., Panel Psychologist, at "Comprehensive Rehabilitation Consultants", at 275 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016, on Friday, August 19, 2005.  

I wish to again lodge a formal complaint regarding this further harassment based on a letter written by a Mr. John Lachky, (2341 Bennett Avenue, North Bellmore, New York,  11710, Ph. 516-785-4250).  Mr. Lachky's letter, which was mailed to both the Administrator of the Medical Bureau, as well as the Executive Director of the Division of Human Resources, for the DOE, is a clear attempt to smear my stellar reputation as a Teacher of the Year, with thinly veiled suggestions of impropriety on my part, based on obfuscation, distortion and outright lies.  In short the typical DOE tactics. (One would have thought this type of KGB like behavior ended with the fall of the Berlin Wall and the breakup of the former Soviet Union).  Alas, while some countries once had their most brilliant scientists committed to Mental Hospitals if they did not tow the party line, in Chancellor Joel Klein's New York, critics are allowed to languish in Rubber Rooms, sometimes for years.

All of the above will become readily apparent during Discovery and your skillful Cross-Examination as to the real facts in this matter.  The Discovery should, needless to say include all parties who were involved and personally participated in this base attempt to smear and tarnish my reputation of 37 years as an Honored Educator who was personally decorated by former Mayor Rudolph Giuliani in a ceremony that took place in City Hall (with over four hundred invited guests attending).

Defaming a person's reputation is a serious act that carries with it specific legal remedies- something, perhaps Mr. Lachky should have considered before he embarked on such a reckless course of action. I am informed by legal counsel that the fact that Mr. Lachky has chosen to retire from the DOE so soon after

his predecessor, as Principal, will in no way shield him from the consequences of his ill considered actions and Machiavellian behavior in the present case.  

With respect to the timing of the Psychological Interview, for Aug. 19, this thinly veiled attempt to disrupt my summer plans for meeting my Law student son in Paris, is simply further proof of the ongoing vendetta that the DOE is continuing to engage in.  As their attempts to pressure me to retire from the system, continue to escalate, the Doe foolishly grasps at the most outrageous types of subterfuge,

in their hopeless efforts to avoid the Public Hearings in the Fall which will let the public at large , as well as respected Journalists, (see New York Times article dated July 20, 2005),  observe how the DOE goes about silencing its critics.

In the "Wizard of Oz" world that the Dept. of Education exists in, it will not require a Toto but simply the skills of an experienced cross examiner to peel back the dark curtains of a dysfunctional system, and reveal the lengths DOE bureaucrats will go to in their efforts to destroy anyone they perceive to be their "enemy".

It is most fortunate that the teachers of New York City have an organization such as NYSUT to turn to, when their legal rights as professional educators are infringed upon and their dignity as human beings is assailed.

In closing, let me state again, that I have every reason to believe I can count on your office to stay the course, irrespective of any outside political pressures, in defending my legal rights as was so famously accomplished in the case of the Greenburgh Eleven where you, as one of the Lead Attorneys brought honor to your (and my late Father's and late Brother's) profession.

[italics]David Pakter[/italics]

